
November 24, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
As you know, it has taken a considerable amount of time and resources in order to 
reopen schools in a safe and responsible manner, as well as to maintain the 
standard of educational excellence we strive for at St. Patrick School.  
First, please know that the procedures we have implemented in coordination with 
the local Department of Health and Perrotta Consulting, along with the diligence of 
our students and staff, have allowed us to mitigate the transmission of COVID-19. 
To date, there is no evidence of COVID-19 transmission between students and or 
staff while onsite at St. Patrick School. We are committed to providing in-person 
instruction as long as we can do so within a safe environment and in compliance 
with New York State. 
 
On October 21, 2020, Governor Cuomo and the NYSDOH announced a 
“micro-cluster” strategy to be utilized for combating rising cases of COVID-19. 
This strategy designates regions of New York into tiers based on population 
density and uses data to identify where high concentrations of COVID-19 
transmission are occurring. The designated regions of high transmission are then 
designated as Yellow, Orange, or Red Zones, and restrictions are set in place based 
on the classification. While currently our area has not been designated as one of 
these “micro-clusters”, regional metrics suggest our own community or nearby 
communities may be classified in one of these zones over the next few days.  
 
Based on Executive Orders and consultation with the local DOH, even if our 
community is identified, schools within a district can potentially remain open for 
in-person instruction if (and only if) COVID regularly scheduled testing occurs:  
 
Yellow Zone: 

- Testing must occur if positive COVID-19 testing average is above 2.5% 
over a 10-day rolling average and geographic area has 10 or more daily 
cases per 100,000 on a 7-day average.  

- School buildings that remain open will be mandated to provide random 
COVID-19 test results for 20% of their school population in the 
two-week period after zone designation.  

- Testing will occur on a bi-weekly basis unless testing indicates that the 
random school sampling is below the zone’s 7-day positivity rate within 
our geographic area.  

 
 



Orange and Red Zones: 
- We may be designated as one of these zones if positive COVID-19 

testing average is above 3 and 4% respectively over a 10-day rolling 
average and geographic area has 10 or more daily cases per 100,000 on a 
7-day average.  

- Schools must immediately transition to remote learning. 
- Our school may reopen after 4 calendar days if 100% of onsite students 

and staff agree to be tested and continue weekly testing of 25% of the 
school’s population until the Governor’s determination that we are no 
longer a high risk zone. 

We are currently working with the local Department of Health and Perrotta 
Consulting to secure a private health care provider to conduct onsite testing. We 
will send out a survey shortly to see your opinions regarding the implementation of 
these rigorous testing protocols that may be necessary to keep St. Patrick School 
open for onsite learning in the wake of new DOH policy.  
 
Again, these guidelines are subject to change and revisions.  I will keep you 
informed if the local status of St. Patrick School changes to one of the zones 
indicated above.  
 
As we approach the holidays, please remain healthy and safe.  If you have further 
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us. Thank you for your patience, 
compliance, and understanding as we continue to navigate the ongoing pandemic.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs. Martinez 


