
 
 
 
 
To : Parents and Guardians 
From: Mrs. Petruccio 
Re: October 23 Newsletter 
 
October is safety month at St. Patrick School. We are committed to making the school building as safe as 
possible for students and staff. We work closely with the Diocese of Rockville Centre, New York State, and 
local safety officials to ensure that we are well prepared and the children are protected if an emergency should 
arise.  We conduct regular training and practice sessions- fire drills, lockouts, lockdowns and evacuations.  We 
are trained to deal with different kinds of problems, but it is impossible to say in advance exactly how we will 
respond in any particular situation. Please know that we are committed to protecting the children as fully as we 
can. 
 
What parents can do to prepare for a school emergency: 

1) Provide accurate up-to -date contact information to the school 
2) Talk to your child about the importance of following directions in the event of an emergency. 
3) Do NOT call the school during an emergency as we will need the phone lines open to communicate to 

First Responders. 
4) Be patient. Do NOT come up to school, your presence may interfere with emergency responders.We 

will update you when we are able. 
 
What is a lockout? 
A lockout takes place if a problem occurs outside of the school building. During a lockout, all exterior doors are 
locked. Classes continue as normal. We do not permit anyone in or out of the building as we need to keep the 
doors secure, and not jeopardize the entire building. We will notify you when the lockout has been lifted. 
 
What is an evacuation? 
We have a procedure in place, including a designated safe location, to which students may be directed if the 
need arises to leave our building. Students will only return to the building once the building is safe. 
 
What is a lockdown? 
This takes place if a problem has entered the building. The classrooms will be locked and students will be 
directed away from the doorway.  
 
What is the procedure in case of a medical emergency? 
The teacher will remain with the student. The teacher will send word to the nurse, who will attend to the 
emergency. 
 
How is my child protected while using the Internet? 
On the first day of technology class, Miss Whittier reviews the technology policy with each class.She shows 
grades 5-8 where the policy is listed (in the Student Handbook). 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
There is a lot of information on the reopening plan, can you provide a quick guide on procedures? 
This virus is highly contagious:  

● Please fill out the Pick Up Patrol Health screening EVERY DAY 
● Please keep your child home if feeling ill. 
● If someone in the family shows a symptom of Covid (fever, cough, shortness of breath, muscle or body 

aches, diarrhea, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion, runny nose, nausea, 
vomiting) all members of the family need to stay home the required days. 

● If someone takes a Covid test-all members of the family should remain home the required days. 
● Even with a Negative test results, we need a Doctor’s note with an alternate diagnosis. 
● If a family travels to a quarantined state, all family members should remain home the required days. 

 
Halloween will be here before you know it. Governor Cuomo has put together a flyer with suggestions to keep 
everyone safe while having fun. This flyer is on our website. 
 
Charleston Wrap has been extended until October 30th and online orders through December 7, 2020. Our 
organization code is 20809. 
Please forward to family and friends! 
 
Thank you for all do to keep everyone safe! 
 
 
 


