
April 22, 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
We hope this finds you and your family in good health. We also hope that you had a blessed 
Easter with your loved ones. In his Easter Vigil homily, Pope Francis conveyed a message of 
hope. He stated that it is a “fundamental right” given to us from God that goes further than 
mere optimism. It is that hope that will propel us forward, in addition to courage. “This is 
always the point from which we can set out anew, especially in times of crisis and trial.” Be sure 
to read Mrs. Petruccio’s Palm Sunday and Easter messages with your family, which can be 
found on our homepage.  
 
At this time, we would like to provide you with crucial updates regarding our closure, 
technology plan, and steps in moving forward.  
 
Update on Closure 
As of today, April 22, 2020, we are closed until May 15, 2020, as per New York State Governor 
Andrew Cuomo. When Governor Cuomo issues new dates for NYS on Pause, we update the 
website to reflect that information. We take closing directives from the state and will continue 
to follow their lead. Remember to check the school website for the latest news.   
 
Remote Learning Update 
Students in grades 1-8 have access to Google accounts, which includes Google Classroom, 
Google Meet, and additional G-Suite tools for learning. All assignments for these grades can be 
found on their respective Google Classrooms. Teachers are able to provide feedback, guidance, 
and reminders through this platform. Google has apps for each of its features. You can 
download these apps to a smartphone or iPad. 
 
Teachers in these grades are also utilizing Google Meet. Each teacher has set up a schedule 
with their Meet times so that your child can attend the virtual session, which includes direct 
instruction and clarification of material. We understand that there may be situations in which 
students cannot attend the Meet due to shared devices and other reasons, but we strongly 
encourage you to make every effort possible to attend these virtual learning sessions. Please 
remember that the school code of conduct applies to digital learning.  
 
If you are a parent with a student in grades 1-3, please be sure that you submitted the Google 
Use consent form to spsclassroom@spsbayshore.org. If you need the form, please reach out to 
that address.  
 
We are in the process of creating Google accounts for Pre-K and Kindergarten. When these 
become available, teachers in those grades will be calling parents/guardians to provide login 
information.  
 
 



Additional Tools for Remote Learning 
We have an abundance of tools at our disposal to supplement Google Classroom and the 
curriculum. Teachers have been utilizing the following tools, apps, and programs: 

• Google for Education: Classroom, Gmail, Docs, Sheets, Slides, Meet 
• ThinkCentral: aligned with school textbooks and teachers can assign work for specific 

subjects  
• BrainPop: animated instructional videos with activities and games 
• FlipGrid: short video-based discussions on classroom topics, including project 

presentations, video journals, and learning reflections 
• NearPod: videos with accompanying questions that check for understanding and 

provide feedback for teachers and students 
• Epic Books: provides access to children’s reading books 
• Kami: a PDF and document annotation app 

Some teachers are using additional learning tools that may not be listed here. All of these 
websites/apps are centralized on the Google Classroom platform.  
 
We understand that there are different websites and accounts to keep track of in terms of 
usernames and passwords. We suggest writing down the login information for each site, 
including PowerSchool, and keeping that information in a secure place for you to reference.   
 
Supporting Our Teachers 
During this time, our teachers have gracefully risen to the challenges of distance learning. To 
ensure that they are able to provide the best experience for their students, our teachers are 
continuing to take various trainings and webinars on virtual learning. The faculty meets virtually 
during the week to share resources and ideas, implement consistent expectations, and 
collaborate with one another.  
 
Additionally, our teachers are continuing to keep an open line of communication with students 
and parents/guardians. With Google Classroom, they are able to hear from the students, check 
in on assignments, and guide students during this time. Teachers are also reaching out to 
parents/guardians via email to notify them about student progress, including missing 
assignments. Please keep in mind that our teachers want the best for students and are here to 
support them, both instructionally and emotionally.  
 
Steps in Moving Forward 
While the date for our return to school keeps changing, we have been diligently working on 
plans for if and when school does re-open for the remainder of the year. This includes plans for 
sanitizing, distancing, and returning to the daily routine. As mentioned in the Palm Sunday 
letter, we will honor our graduates and celebrate Holy Communion when permissible. We are 
also in the process of considerations for the following 2020-2021 school year. Please be assured 
that the health and safety of our students, faculty, and staff is our highest priority. 
 
 



Social Media 
Stay connected with us! We are on Instagram and Facebook as @SPSBayShore. This week, we 
are having a “Virtual Spirit Week.” It has been amazing to see our students and families in good 
spirits as they share photos of their American pride, cooking and baking, and prayerful 
moments. If you would like to share a photo with us, be sure to direct message or tag us on 
Instagram.  
 
 
It is with extreme gratitude that we thank parents, guardians, and those at home for supporting 
our students through this extraordinary time. It is not solely about academics. Our students 
need emotional support during this unprecedented time in all our lives. We know it is not easy, 
between working from home, helping with school work, and juggling daily family life. We would 
be remiss if I did not thank our faculty and staff as well. They are truly instructional leaders, and 
we confident in the instructional program that we are providing for our students.  
 
Join us in praying for those who have been impacted by the virus. We pray for those who 
continue to stand on the frontlines, including medical professionals, first responders, and 
essential workers. We thank God for our blessings and are reminded not to take the little things 
and moments for granted. We pray for all of our St. Patrick School families, that God will guide 
us through this together. St. Patrick, patron of our school, pray for us. 
 
 
Prayers,  
 
Mrs. Petruccio      Mrs. Andrinopoulos 
Principal      Assistant Principal 
 
 
 


