
 

 

May 4, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
On Friday, Governor Cuomo announced schools to remain closed for the rest of the year. We were ALL so 
disappointed to hear the news! We all miss the children and we were looking forward to seeing them before the 
end of the year! Although we are disappointed with his decision, social distancing seems to be working, as the 
number of people on LI with Covid-19 is trending downward. As Spring begins to give us warmer temperatures 
and beautiful days, please keep those guidelines in mind, especially in areas where Covid-19 is still prevalent. 
 
 
Remote Learning and Technology Reminders 
Remote learning does not compare to classroom instruction but it has been quite seamless for the children. 
They are resilient, easily adapting to new challenges. Just a reminder to be cognizant of your background 
when the students are “live” on their computer. Students are reminded to follow the school code of conduct in 
these settings, which includes appropriate dress and no cell phone use during "class." Please note that the 
teachers are devoting hours to remote learning to help your child engage in the lesson, so if possible, have 
your child attend the Google Meet. Google Meets is only for SPS students and should not be given out to 
children outside the building.  
 
With schools physically closed for the year, students may be using cell phones, especially during unstructured 
times, to keep in touch with classmates and friends. Monitor student cell phone use including Snapchat, TikTok 
and other social media apps. Grades 5-8, if you signed up for Safe Schools, then you have a monitoring 
program at your disposal. Keep up to date by checking our website. If you are not receiving emails sent 
through School Messenger, please email Mrs. Gandiosi at lgandiosi@spsbayshore.org to ensure that your 
email address is up-to-date.  
 
Curriculum and Grading 
As previously stated, we understand that remote learning cannot compare to the face-to-face direct instruction 
that students receive in the classroom. The teachers are aware that we will review this material in September. 
Many of our experienced teachers have taught through 9/11, and Hurricane Sandy and will get through this.  
 
The Diocese of Rockville Center has set forth these grading guidelines for the remainder of the school year: 
“As teachers shift from classroom instruction to remote learning, it is important to maintain continuity in grading 
for the last marking period. Considering there is no final grade on the Assessment Card, teachers will continue 
to use the Progressive Assessment Model (Growth Model) to determine student development and performance 
throughout the school year in alignment with NYS Learning standards. For this academic year, students have 
been physically present in school for two trimesters (that ended in March) and, presently, one trimester of 
remote instruction.  

Teachers should continue to deliver instruction as they have been doing and maintain records of student work 
and grade projects and assessments accordingly. Using the same criteria as they have in the first two 
trimesters, teachers should follow the same rubric as set forth by their school for the last marking period.  

• For Grades 6, 7 Assessment Cards only:  
o 5 - Submitted work is outstanding and consistently goes beyond grade level  

standards. Student exhibits an ability to think creatively in new situations, and produces 



 

 

work that integrates and applies learned skills in original and complex ways  
• For Grades 1-7:  

o 4 - Submitted work reflects mastery of the content and concepts covered 
 o 3 – Submitted work demonstrates a proficient level of understanding of key ideas  

and underlying content/concepts 
 o 2 – Submitted work is incomplete or demonstrates only a partial understanding of  

the content and concepts covered  
o 1 – Submitted work clearly conveys a lack of understanding of the content/concepts  

or is substantially incomplete  

Remember, the third trimester grade should reflect the overall progression the student has made throughout 
the school year.” (Grading Guidelines, as provided by the Diocese of Rockville Centre) 
 
Honoring Our SPS and Local Heroes 
Each year, the eighth graders delve into the Corporal Works of Mercy as part of their preparation for 
Confirmation and always donate to a local organization. This year through their efforts, lunch was provided to 
our local hospitals, Southside and Good Samaritan. Healthcare providers are putting their lives and their 
families' health on the line, so they could help the public and it is truly courageous!  
 
Mrs. Douglas spearheads our Field of Honor celebration every year. This year on May 1, her committee of 
volunteers helped to put up the display of flags on our lawn, which we are also dedicating to the local heroes. 
Their tireless devotion to helping others is truly what we are all about as Catholics (while I am home 
complaining that I cannot go to dinner with my friends!).  
 
We are hoping to also put together Instagram posts honoring our own heroes such as parents, grandparents, 
and alumni who may be healthcare professionals, first responders, etc., so please send in your pictures! 
Please message them directly to @SPSBayShore on Instagram with a brief description.  
 
End of the Year 
We, like you, are uncertain how the end of the year may look. The end of the year is filled with celebrations, 
time to relax at Beach Day, and team-building moments at Field Day. We know that these are special moments 
for your children and part of our wonderful school culture.  
 
At this time, we are awaiting direction from the Diocese of Rockville Centre Education Department as to our 
end date and what those last days of school may look like, such as the half days.  
 
As of today, we need to respect social distancing orders, so unfortunately, we will not be holding Beach Day or 
Field Day. We are exploring virtual alternatives if possible.  
 
We are also thinking ahead to next year. Please make sure to send in your transportation form to your district. 
We will also be posting supply letters in the near future.  
 
Book Pick-Up 
Thank you to our faculty and staff for ensuring that Saturday’s book pickup ran smoothly. It was great to see so 
many of our parents and students with smiles and in good spirits, even if it was through a car window! Please 
call the school if you still need to pick up your child’s books.  
 



 

 

Thank You’s 
Many thanks for your plant sale order! Thanks to Mrs. Treacy, who has been the “chair” for as long as I can 
remember!  
 
We probably will not be having any more Parents Association events, so I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Mrs. Baierlein (and her family) for her dedication in leading our Parents’ Association. St. Patrick School 
rolls out many events and she put in many hours behind the scene, making sure they flowed like clockwork. 
Mrs. Baierlein did a wonderful job and I know firsthand that it was a ton of work. She devoted many hours to 
making sure both parents and children were able to have “fun” while fundraising for the school. Through the 
efforts of the Parents’ Association, we are able to keep tuition as low as possible. The efforts of our volunteers 
are a vital part of our community. If you are interested in being a part of our PA team for next year, kindly call 
the school and leave a message. 
 
Taking Time for Yourself 
Please make sure that you take some time for yourself to refresh and rejuvenate. We tend to take care of the 
children first and put ourselves last, but try to take a solo walk, say the rosary, write in a journal, etc. During 
this trying time, it is vital for us to recharge emotionally and mentally. Keep to a set schedule, especially as the 
warm weather arrives and we start to experience cabin fever. 
 

This Sunday was Good Shepherd’s Day. Since we live in a suburban area, it is a difficult concept for many of 
us to relate to a Shepherd who is tending his flock in a pastoral field. As Catholics, we consider the 
symbolism that Jesus Christ is our Shepherd. He gave up His life so that we can have salvation, just as the 
Shepherd is poised to save his flock. In St. Patrick School, we look to Fr. Sean, who leads us in strengthening 
and guiding us in our faith! We will continue to be guided by our faith, and our mission of providing a well-
rounded education for our students and a community for our families during this time.  

 

Stay safe and be well! 

Mrs. Petruccio      Mrs. Andrinopoulos 

 

“We always find that those who walked closest to Christ were those who had to bear the greatest trials.” – St. 
Teresa of Avila 

 
 


